Dear (insert MP Name),

On 24 November 2015, the Children’s Commissioner published a report Protecting Children from Harm : A Critical Assessment of Child Sexual Abuse in the Family Network in England, and Priorities for Action.

The report stated that in a 2 year period it is estimated that between 400,000 and 450,000 children are sexually abused, two thirds of which is by a family member or family friend. 
It goes on to state that only 1 in 8 of sexually abused children come to the attention of the police and children’s services. Of these the abuse stopped for about 11% of them. That means out of 50,000 known cases, 44,500 continue to be abused each year. How?
And the other 113,000 children that are sexually abused and raped by a family member or family friend, each year, are not known and are left with nowhere to turn, with nobody to help the and they suffer in silence. 
This is deplorable. We are failing to keep our children safe.

The issue of abuse is high on the public agenda, however the focus is on Child Sexual Exploitation, abuse in institutions, historical abuse, stranger danger, forced marriages and FGM.  Not enough is done about the abuse in the family environment, that is happening today as I write this, yet this is where the majority of cases are. Why?
There has been research looking into why children do not speak out. We now need the work to be done to establish how to take down these barriers, so they speak out, and not only when they are adults, but whilst they are children. Only then can the 113,000 new cases each year be dealt with. Only when abusers think the children can speak out, regardless of what they tell them, will the power be removed from the abusers. We must remove this power.
Until we do that, we will never stop child abuse, we will just react to it. We have to be proactive.

Please can you raise these 2 questions with government, 
1. What is being done to help the 113,000 children sexually abused in their homes, and who do not disclose. Are we leaving them, or are we going to help them?
2. As the numbers of people disclosing they were abused as children increases, is the government ensuring there is additional funding to cope with the extra demand, and will that funding, actually go directly to those organisations that are supporting these victims.
Here is a link to the report referred to at the beginning of this letter.
http://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/protecting-children-harm 
There is a petition that has been raised asking the government to implement all recommendations that come out of the child sexual abuse inquiries, please show your support and sign it too http://achildiscrying.org.uk/petition/.

We cannot let this continue. Lives are being destroyed. As an adult with a voice, I want to see something being done. As my MP, can you help me?

I look forward to hearing from you.
Yours sincerely,

(your name and address)
